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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir, 



Listed on accompanying form PTO/SB/08A and/or attached to this IDS are documents 
that may be considered material to the examination of this application, in compliance with the 
duty of disclosure requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. A copy of non-US 
patent documents is provided. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the attached 
form PTO/SB/08A, and indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the 
documents have been considered 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of 
publication, the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the 
effective U.S. filing date and any foreign priority date so that the month of publication is not 
in issue. Applicants have listed publication dates on the attached form PTO/SB/08A based on 
information presently available to the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates 
should not be construed as an admission that the information was actually published on the 
date indicated. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be 
prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings 
purportedly offered. 
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This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been 
made, or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application 
does not exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material 
submitted herewith. It is fiirther understood that the Examiner will consider information that 
had been cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in a prior application 
relied on under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 1 138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1992). 

The following items with checked boxes apply to this Information Disclosure 
Statement (IDS): 

^ 1 . This IDS is being filed within three months of the U.S. filing date or entry of the 

national stage OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No 
statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee is required. 

□ 2. This IDS is being filed more than three months after the U.S. filing date or entry of the 

national stage AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this IDS was first 

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to filing this IDS. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1); or 

□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this IDS was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this IDS was known to any individual designated in 
37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(c) more than three months prior to filing this IDS. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(2); or 

□ c. The Commissioner is authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 08-3038, 

referencing the above docket number, in the amount of $180 in payment of the 
fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ 3. This IDS is being filed more than three months after the U.S. filing date and after the 

mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the 
Issue Fee. It is hereby requested that the IDS be considered. The Commissioner is 
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authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 08-3038, referencing the above docket 
number, in the amount of $180 in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

□ a. I hereby state that each item of information contained in this IDS was first 

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to filing this IDS. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(1); or 

□ b. I hereby state that no item of information in this IDS was cited in a 

communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in this IDS was known to any individual designated in 
37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to filing this IDS. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.97(e)(2). 

^4. In regard to the relevance of non-English language document(s) listed on the enclosed 
form: 

□ a. For document(s) bearing Cite Nos. , a discussion is provided in the present 

specification. 

□ b. For document(s) bearing Cite Nos. , which was/were cited in search 

report(s) for corresponding foreign application(s), an English language version 
or translation of relevant portions of the foreign search report(s) is attached. 

□ c. For document(s) bearing Cite Nos. , counterpart application(s) in English 

is/are provided bearing Cite Nos. 

□ d. For document(s) bearing Cite Nos. an English language abstract is attached 

to the document(s). 

13 e. For document(s) bearing Cite Nos. B3, B6 an English language translation will 
be forwarded as soon as it is available. 

□ f. For document(s) bearing Cite Nos. , a concise explanation of relevance is 

attached to the document(s). 

13 5. The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending Application PCT/NL03/00153, 
filed on 27 February 2003, which is directed to related technical subject matter. The 
identification of this Application is not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy as to 
that application now or upon issuance of the present application as a patent. The 
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Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the cited application and the art cited 
therein during examination. 



□ 6. Copies of document number(s) was/were cited by or submitted to the Office in 

Application No. , filed on , which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 
35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(d). 

□ 7. Additional document(s) that may be considered material to the examination of this 

application are enclosed in compliance with the duty of disclosure: 



Any extension of time that may be deemed necessary to further the prosecution of this 
application is hereby requested. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional 
fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 08-3038, 
referencing the docket number shown above. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to contact the undersigned by telephone at the 
number given below in order to resolve any questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Customer No. 32894 

Howrey Simon Arnold & White 
2941 Fairview Park Drive, Suite 200 
Falls Church, VA 22042 
Fax: 202 383-7195 



***** 



Jacobus C. Rasser 
Reg. No. 37,043 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/808,342 



25 March 2004 



Reinders, J. A.M. 



Attorney Docket Number 



05235.0020.NPUS00 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages. Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2r/known > 




A1 


us " 6497107- B2 


12-24-2002 


Maisotsenko et al 






A2 


us_ 2003/01 45609-A1 


08-07-2003 


Maisotsenko et al 






A3 


us " 5718848-A 


02-17-1998 


James, Robert Wilton 






A4 


us " 4674295 


06-23-1987 


Curtis Sr., Thad C. 






A5 


us ' 4040804 


08-09-1977 


Harrison, Henry 






A6 


us ' 5800595 - A 


09-01-1998 


Wright, Peter Sydney 






A7 


us - 5349829 - A 


09-27-2004 


Tsimerman, Alexandre 






A8 


us - 5315843- A 


05-31-1994 


Mozorov et al 






A9 


us " 5212956 - A 


05-25-1993 


Tsimerman 






A1D 


us " 5349829 - A 


09-27-1994 


Tsimerman 






A1I 


us - 4971245 


11-20-1990 


Maisotsenko et al 






A1Z 


us " 4350570 


09-21-1982 


Maisotsenko et al 






A13 


us " 4842052 


06-27-1989 


Gershuni et al 






A1<« 


us - 4977753 


12-18-1990 


Maisotsenko et al 






AK 


us- 4976113 


12-11-1990 


Gershuni et al 






A1* 


us " 5453223 


09-26-1995 


Maisotsenko 






An 


us " 2002-0038552- A 1 


04-04-2002 


Maisotsenko et al 






A1p 


us " 2002/007371 8-A1 


06-20-2002 


Maisotsenko et al 






A13 


us " 2003/0033821 -A 1 


02-20-2003 


Maisotsenko et al 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 


T 9 


Country Code 3 "Number 4 'Kind Code 5 (H known) 




B1 


WO 97/35152 -A1 


09-25-1997 


Normann 








B2 


EP 1081440- A2 


03-07-2001 


Seibu Giken Co. 








B3 


BE 09900778 - A6 


10-02-2001 


Offringa 








B4 


WO 99/41552 -A1 


08-19-1999 


Van Hecke 








B5 


WO 87/01180- A1 


02-26-1987 


AB Carl Munters 








B6 


NL 771 1149 


04-17-1979 


Doomernik 


LI 



i Examiner 




Date 




I Signature 

trvAtiikirn 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.QOv or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313*1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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us ' 6581402 B2 


06-24-2003 


Maisotsenko et al 
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us_ 2003/0126876 A1 


07-10-2003 


Maisotsenko et al 
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Ub 6338258 B1 


01-15-2002 


Lee et al 
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us " 5187946 


02-23-1993 


Rotenberg et al 
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us- 5009263 


04-23-1991 


Seshimo et al 
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us " 4002040 


01-11-1997 


Munters et al 
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us " 5301518 


04-12-1994 


Mozorov, deceased et a.1 
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
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